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ANNUAL CHECK-UP 

By carrying out the following checks, you ensure that 
the AVABAG system remains largely maintenance free.

1.	� Unfold the AVABAG balloon (N) every new season 
and at least once per year (THIS DOES NOT MEAN 
ACTIVATION WITH A CARTRIDGE). Check the 
balloon for possible damage and fold it back up 
(see page 50 / 51). Ensure that the entire AVABAG 
system (P) is completely dry when installed.

2.	� Carry out a practice activation WITHOUT 
CARTRIDGE at least once per year.

Q1

AVABAG CARTRIDGES (CARBON 300 BAR)  
(AVAILABLE SEPARATELY) 

•	 The AVABAG system may only be used in combination with an AVABAG cartridge. 
•	 AVABAG cartridges are designed for use only with an AVABAG system.
•	 AVABAG cartridges comply with EC Directive 1999/36/EC.
•	 Check the weight of the AVABAG cartridge before every installation (see page 39).
•	 AVABAG cartridges must not be manipulated
•	� Do not expose AVABAG cartridges to heat (direct sunlight; stovetop; oven; radiator).
•	� Store AVABAG cartridges at room temperature (approx. 20°C) in a safe, dry place in  

the original packaging and with the protective cap screwed on.
•	 The AVABAG cartridge is filled with nitrogen.
•	 At room temperature, the AVABAG cartridge has a filling pressure of 300 bar.
•	� This AVABAG cartridge is designed for operating temperatures from -30 to +40°C.
•	 Use the AVABAG cartridge only within the specified temperature range.

EXCHANGE:
Empty AVABAG cartridges can be returned to an authorized specialist dealer. 
There, you can purchase a filled AVABAG cartridge following the bottle deposit principle.

After every instance of damage, the functionality  
of the AVABAG system must be checked  by the 

manufacturer.

3.	� Regularly check the condition of the backpack for 
possible damage.

4.	�Check the AVABAG system (P) in its inactivated 
state: A piercing needle (Q1) can be found inside the 
cartridge bushing (Q). This must be easily visible 
(see image).

AVABAG system (P)  
cartridge bushing (Q)
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MAINTENANCE AFTER AVALANCHE DEPLOYMENT: 
Each avalanche deployment can push the material to 
its limit and damage the AVABAG avalanche airbag. 
That’s why a comprehensive general service is 
essential after an avalanche deployment. 
After an avalanche, your AVABAG system (P) and 
backpack must be checked by the manufacturer. For 
this you should take your AVABAG system to your 
specialist dealer.

CUSTOMER SERVICE:
The AVABAG system (P) is designed for 20 activations 
with cartridge and 100 practice activations without 
cartridge. 
Every system that has been activated often must be 
subject to a complete check-up. A comprehensive 
general service must be carried out not later than 
5 years after the purchase date. 
The service (subject to charge) includes an inspection 
of the entire AVABAG avalanche airbag. 
For this, take your AVABAG backpack with the AVABAG 
system and AVABAG cartridge to an authorized 
specialist AVABAG dealer.

STORAGE:
The AVABAG system must be stored in a dry place, 
out of the reach of children, at room temperature 
(approx. 20°C).

The AVABAG cartridge can remain attached to the 
system for storage. However, its weight must be 
checked before every use. For longer storage periods, 
we recommend storing the cartridges separate from 
the AVABAG system. 
When separated from the AVABAG system, the AVABAG 
cartridge must always have its protective cap in place 
and be stored in its original packaging.

CLEANING:
Only water should be used for cleaning the AVABAG 
system and the AVABAG backpack. Do not use solvents 
or aggressive cleaning agents.
After being cleaned, the AVABAG system must be 
completely dried at room temperature before being 
reused, otherwise it is at risk of icing up.

SERVICE LIFE:
Provided that the recommended maintenance 
schedule, the annual check-ups and appropriate 
handling are correctly adhered to, the AVABAG system 
has a maximum service life of 10 years.

TRANSPORT:
Taking AVABAG avalanche backpacks onto planes is 
generally allowed. Together with the filled cartridge, 
they fall under the IATA (International Air Transport 
Association) dangerous good regulations and are listed 
in table 2.3A. During transport, the AVABAG cartridge 
must remain disconnected from the AVABAG system to 
prevent accidental activation. The cartridge must only 
be transported with its protective cap screwed on.

Transporting the AVABAG backpack is allowed by air-
lines, but only in accordance with the following points: 
The AVABAG system must be installed in the AVABAG 
backpack. The cartridge must not be screwed in, but 
must be transported inside the AVABAG backpack. 
Ask your airline about their guidelines.

SENDING THE AVABAG CARTRIDGES:
If you wish to send the AVABAG cartridge, inform the 
transport company about the filled cartridge.  
The information required by the transport company 
can be found on the cartridge.

MAINTENANCE, STORAGE, TRANSPORT
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•	� An AVABAG avalanche airbag cannot prevent 
avalanches.

•	� You should not, in any way, take more risks because 
you are using an AVABAG avalanche airbag.

•	� The function and operating principle of the AVABAG 
avalanche airbag is designed to reduce the risk of 
burial. However, there are situations in which this is 
not possible or is only possible to a limited extent.

•	� The AVABAG system must be activated manually. 
A filled AVABAG cartridge is necessary for correct 
activation.

•	� The AVABAG avalanche airbag requires careful 
handling and an exact check to ensure that it is in 
proper working order before each use.

•	� The AVABAG system may only be used in combina-
tion with an AVABAG cartridge.

•	� The AVABAG system may only be used in combi-
nation with one of the following AVABAG backpack 
models: ASCENT 22 AVABAG, ASCENT 30 AVABAG, 
ASCENT 28 S AVABAG, FREE RIDER 22 AVABAG and 

FREE RIDER 20 S AVABAG. Only when installed 
correctly can the AVABAG system reduce the risk 
of burial in an avalanche. ORTOVOX excludes all 
responsibility or liability if the AVABAG unit is used 
in combination with a backpack not listed above.

•	� ORTOVOX is not responsible for injuries that could 
occur as a result of an avalanche during which an 
AVABAG avalanche airbag is being worn.

•	� An AVABAG avalanche airbag is NOT a replacement 
for other avalanche rescue equipment (avalanche 
transceiver, probe, shovel).

•	� Any manipulation of the airbag whatsoever is 
forbidden and can cause the AVABAG avalanche 
airbag to malfunction.

•	� Maintenance and complete system checks may only 
be carried out by the manufacturer. For this you 
should take your AVABAG system to your specialist 
dealer.

•	� Store your AVABAG system in a dry place, out of 
the reach of children, at room temperature (approx. 
20°C).

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
•	 Airbag volume: approx. 160 liters
•	 System weight: approx. 690g
•	 Filling time: approx. 3 seconds
•	 Operating temperature: from -30 to +40°C

CERTIFICATION / CONFORMITY
MANUFACTURER: 
ORTOVOX Sportartikel GmbH, 
Rotwandweg 5, 
82024 Taufkirchen
Germany

TYPE: AVABAG avalanche airbag system
Product standard: Pr EN 16716:2015

AVABAG is a registered trademark of  
ORTOVOX Sportartikel GmbH.

The AVABAG avalanche airbag system is certified by 
TÜV Süd Product Service GmbH in the context of a GS 
mark audit (a product safety mark), in accordance with 
PPE directive 89/686 EEC as well as the CE guidelines.

TÜV Süd Product Service GmbH,  
Daimlerstr. 11, D-85748 Garching
Test center number 0123

SERVICE:
Please contact your specialist AVABAG dealer for 
customer service or for questions about service in 
relation to your AVABAG avalanche airbag.

WARNINGS
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EDUCATION AND PRODUCTS FOR 
MAXIMUM PROTECTION

BEING 
PREPARED

We show you how to stay safe – 
in the SAFETY ADADEMY LAB
on ortovox.com
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